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Customer Reviews

Gr 4-7-Like Raymond Bial's handsome photo-essay Shaker Home (Houghton, 1994), this title is set
at Pleasant Hill, the Shaker living-history museum in Kentucky. Capek provides a historical overview
of the sect, a summary of their current status, and five third-person accounts of life in an 1849
communal society. Through the eyes of a fictional deacon, former slave, teacher, physician, and
visitor to worship, readers learn about daily life, from waking rituals and food preparation to tanning
chores, carpentry projects, and the care of silkworms. The tone is respectful and nonjudgmental,
conveying evenhandedly the group’s concern for quality craftsmanship, pacifism, and gender equity
(yet separation), as well as the physical fervor that led to their name. Informative sidebars;
captioned, color photographs and period engravings; source notes for quoted material; and contact
information for Pleasant Hill further enhance this offering. Invite interest with Chris Raschka’s
Simple Gifts: A Shaker Hymn (Holt, 1998) and Ann Turner’'s Shaker Hearts (HarperCollins, 1997),
then deepen children’s understanding with this resource.Wendy Lukehart, Harrisburg School

District, PACopyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.
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